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THE 
LOUNGE R. 
[ NOLIIL. ] Saturday, Feb. 4. 1786. 

Minima contentos nocte Britannos, Juv. 


N a late Paper, I laid before my Readers a letter from a cor- 
refpondent, fubfcribing himfelf Senex, on the little attention 
which is now-a-days paid to the rights and jurifdiction of Time. 
I have fince that received the following application from a per- 
fonage who claims my attention and regard, by defiring me to 
obferve, that fhe is ftill older than Senex, and has had more op- 
portunities of witnefling that corruption of modern manners, of 


which he fo warmly complains. 





To the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER. 


The HUMBLE PETITION of NIGHT. 


Sheweth, 
HAT from the remoteft antiquity your Petitioner was ace 
knowledged and underftood to have right to the undifturbed 
poffeffion of filence and quiet, and, in company with her rela~ 
tion Darkne/s, was invefted with the power of ftaying the works 
and labours of men, and of configning them to the dominion of 
your Petitioner's ancient and approved ally Siep. Sleep in his 
turn yielded them to the renewed power of Day, to whom was 
committed the charge of their active employments. That this 
regular diftribution of Time was agreeable to the laws of Nature, 
and highly conducive to the interefts of fociety and the welfare 
of individuals, 

That, this notwithftanding, your Petitioner has to complain, 
that for a confiderable time paft, in civilized and polite nations, 
there have been many violent and unjuft inroads made into that 
province which in the order of Nature has been afligned her, 
That in the metropolis of the Britifh empire, in particular, the 
diftinguifhing privileges above fet forth, to which the Petitioner 
conceives herfelf well intitled, have been violently infringed, in- 
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fomuch that the hours over which fhe and her affociates above 
named ought to have had command and controul, have been al- 
moft entirely appropriated to action, buftle, and difquiet, to the 
great difturbance of your faid Petitioner and her friends be- 
fore mentioned. 

That certain perfons, affuming to themfelves the ftyle and title 
of Men of Pleafure, had long fince a licence of acting in their 
feveral occupations in defpite of your Petitioner’s exclufive pri- 
vileges herein-before recited; and being confederated with the 
powers of wine, play, and other diforderly aflociates, had made 
forcible entries into the territories of your Petitioner, and fub- 
jected her faithful vaflals to much vexation and annoyance. But 
as thofe men of pleafure were in fome fort acknowledged to be 
independent of Reafon and Nature, from whom your Petitioner 
holds in fief, fhe was contented to pafs over their enormities for 
the prefent ; being aflured, from very great and refpectable authori- 
ty, that moft of thofe perfons would, at a future period, be par- 
ticularly configned to her power and dominion, 

But of late your Petitioner has obferved, with the greateft a- 
larm, that perfons of bufinefs, and even thofe from whofe high 
fanction fuch irregular proceédings will be moft apt to come in- 
to example and precedent, have made very unwarrantable en- 
croachments on her moft acknowledged and determinate boun- 
daries. Such perfons, in order to conceal the injuries done by 
them to your Petitioner, have added the crime of falfehood and 
forgery to their other offences; and have marked their proceed- 


‘ ings, as if carried on under the fanction of Day, with the Latin 


words, “ Die Martis,”—‘ Die Jovis,”—and fo forth; though it 
is an undoubted fact, and can be proved by the moft indifputable 
authority, that thefe were tranfacted within the jurifdiction and 
precincts of your Petitioner. Some of the perfons indeed chiefly 
and principally concerned in fuch tranfactions, were frequently 
obferved to have in fome fort allowed the authority of your Peti- 
tioner, by fubmitting to the controul and dominion of Sleep, 
her well known and faithful affociate above mentioned. 

That your petitioner, amidft all thofe injuries which the fuf- 
fered, had yet the confolation of thinking that they were chiefly 
confined to the city of London and liberties of Weftminfter; but 
that in the country, and the metropolis of this ancient kingdom 
of Scotland, her proper and juft rights were more acknowledged 
and attended to; and that there, affociations both of bafinefs and 
amufement generally preferved a certain degree of refpect for her 


dominion, and did not wantonly and violently encroach upon her 
, boundaries. 
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boundaries. But within thefe few years fhe has feen, with equal 
furprife and regret, a remarkable alteration in this matter; and 
that in particular the laft mentioned perfons, the partizans and 
followers of amufement in this city, never begin their courte of 
action till that period arrives, which, by the original charter of 
your Petitioner, was granted to her and her fellow proprietors 
herein before particularly enumerated. 

That your petitioner is not hardy enough to imagine, that fhe 
can prevail on thofe perfons to relinquifh the encroachments here- 
in complained of. She is willing, therefere, for the fake of peace, 
to which fhe has always had a {trong propenfity, to give up fuch 
a portion of her territory and domain, as to accommodate them 
in their avocations and employments, provided fhe fhall be afcer- 
tained in certain limits, to be henceforward obferved without in- 
fringement; and fhe fubmits to you, on behalf of herfelf and her 
fifter Day, the under-written propofitions on the fubjec@t. They 
contain a new Table of Time, to be obferved by the polite and fa- 
fhionable claffes only, referving to the good folks in the country, 
and the lower orders of mankind, their ancient and accuftomed 
reckoning. 

It is propofed then, 

1, That the year in Edinburgh fhall commence from the 18th 
day of January, and fhall end and determine the 18th of April. 
The leffer divifions of time, called months and weeks, to be no 
wife affected or affeétable by fuch abridged computation of the 
year or feafon ; except that, among the higher ranks and orders of 
the people, for whom this new computation is intended, the {pace 
commonly known by the title of Honey- Moon, fhall be fhortened 
in proportion to the comparative duration of this newly-com- 
puted year, and of that formerly eftablifhed and obferved. 

2d, That the Day fhall begin at the hour of two in what is 
now called the Afternoon, and end at fix in what is vulgarly 
called the Morning; the fpace between the latter hour and the 
former to appertain and belong to your Petitioner. 

3d, Day agrees to cede to your Petitioner the Sun, and its va- 
rious appendages ; your Petitioner, on her part, guarantees to her 
fitter Day the Moon, with all its properties and appurtenances 
whatfoever. 

4th, Day agrees, that notwithftanding the ceflion contained in 
the immediately preceding article, your Petitioner may conti- 
nue her amnefty to all thofe little irregularities which were for- 
merly covered by her fhade, and which fhe may in this period 
now fettled bappen to witnefS; becaufe the fathionable circle, 
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to which only this new kalendar applies, is above being afhamed of 
fuch practices, and can let the fun look on them without blufhing. 

sth, During the period of this newly-fettled year, which is 
too fhort to allow any interruption in its courfe, your Petitioner’s 
ally Reft gives up her ancient claim to every feventh day: on 
which feventh day therefore every fafhionable employment, bufi- 
nefs, or diverfion, may be carried on as ufual; any fuch ancient 
claim, law, or commandment, in any wife notwithftanding, 
Provifo, That fuch conceflion fhall not bar people from fleeping 
in church on that day, 


Your Petitioner humbly requefts, That you will be pleafed to 
take the premiffes into your confideration ; and, on behalf 
of her and her fifter Day, accede to the propofals above fet 
forth, as well as publifh them for the confent and concur- 
rence of the polite world in this part of the kingdom. 


NIGHT. 





The Lounger has received a paper figned A. B, containing ani- 
madverfions on two letters inferted fome time ago, under the fig- 
natures of Penelope Feeble and Jonathan Morofe. Without entering fo 
much at large into the merits of the two characters of Feeble and 
Morofe, as the Author of that paper has done, 1 own I am inclined 
to be of his opinion, that, even as they are reprefented by Mr 
Morofe himfelf, they refemble one another more nearly. than that 
gentleman may perhaps be difpofed to allow. Both with to attain 
the fame end, though by different means; both have the fame 
propenfity to /oak up the countenance of the great, as Hamlet 
calls it; though Feeble may foak it up like a lump of fugar, and 
Morofe like a brown cruft; or, according to my correfpondent 
A. B.’s fimile, which, though fomewhat coarfe, is extremely ap- 
pofite, ‘‘ Mr Morofe fhould recollect the homely fable of the 
© Pot and the Kettle; both epee ered “ae equally ftanding | 
«* in need of a thorough fcouring.” 


EDINBURG H: 


Publifhed by WILLIAM CREECH; by whom Communications 
from Correfpondents are received, 


Next Saturday will be publifhed N° LIV, 








